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INTER?IEW BETWEEN MR. BOB GRANT, KLAC RADIO, JULY 25» 

1968 AND MR. EDWARD J. EPSTEIN - REGARDING NEW YORKER 
STORY ON DISTRICT ATTORNEY JIM GARRISON OF NEW ORLEANS 

We have on the line right now Hr. Edward J, Epateln, authoi* of 
Inquest , currently teaching Urban Policy at Harvard University 
Summer school, and he la completing a new, uh, now book called 
Counter-Plot and he is working for his Ph.D. in government. He 
is a man who is extremely articulate, and uh, a brill lauit 
young man Indeed, Mr. Edward J. Epstein, you are on our news- 
maker line, and this la Bob Grant her© in Los Angeles on KLAC, 

V^ell, thank you for that introduction, uh I - I gather it’s 
about th© article that was published in the New Yorker which 
v;ill be part of my book, uh, which id-ll deal with the investi- 
gation of Jim Garrison in New Orleans, uh, and in a sense my 
investigation of Garrison’s investigation. 

Exactly Hr, Epstein, and I wondered why you, uh, Issued such a 
strong indictment of the activities of Jim Garrison? 

Well, It wasn't meant to be, uh, an indictment - what I did was 
I v;ent down there, uh, since I had written a book which Mr. 
Garrison had said had helped launch him on his investigation. 

Uh, questioned the finding of the Warren Commission, I was 
predisposed to believe Mr. Garrison and, and believe the 
poaaiblllty that he had found something. And I spent, I went 
down there on several oooassiona and altogether spent, uh, 
quite a bit- of time there and interviewed his staff... 

Uh-huh 

And him, and uh, I looked through his evidence, he makes it 
available to just about anyone - fit least anyone who he thinks 
is on his side and uh, and then I began to get a very odd feel- 
ing that perhaps hia entire investigation was nothing more 
than uh, uh, publicity seeking, which of course is, uh, some- 
thing that is - is \ih, ixh, unheard vif with American District 
Attorneys, uh... 

Alright, now Mr, Epstein, uh, I'd like to ask you some questions 
about this uh, uh, and I want to mfik® it perfectly clear that 
I'm definitely not acting as he's uh, tliat is Jim Garrison's 
defense lawyer, and anybody who har; heard me on this subject 
knows ths.t I’ve generally not vlewfxa with favor, quite the 
contrary, Mr. Garrison's goings on in New Orleans, I want to 
mak® timt perfectly clear. However, in th© interest of an 
inquiry, a little Inquest of my own, on page 40 and 66 of yoxir 
article, you identify Gordon Novel as a quote, I think you said 
elaotronlos expert. Now aw. , . 

Yea 
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Now for the benefit of th® audience I want to point out Mr^ 
Spstain, that Novol Is a former New Orlean» reeidont, h© uas 
3-abpoena©d as a ^xltness by Garrison in April of last year for 
queatlonlng in oonnaotion with, uh. Garrison’s assassination 
prob®, then X ballot© 1;6 wont to Ohio to a^oid qu©stionln,« by 
Garrison, and GoYomor Rhodes uh, refused tc extradite hini, now,„ 

That isn’t true Bob, tfcat'a ^diat Garrison, uh, has said in the 
Playboy interview, in his Playboy interview and what Garrison 
oons latently aays to tie press. 

Yeah 

But the facts of trx® tt/atter, which are all In the public record 
ia that Garrison bud, uh. Issued a warrant for Novel.. , 

Ifh-hiiti 

And, uh, he wac a?, rested In Coliaabua, Ohio, a littlo torni out<« 
aids of Golismbvis, Ohio 

Yea 

rjh, aiid aftor ho was arrested, Qasrlaon filed estraditlon pripora,, 
Th® extradition j'.ip©ra were missing eortaiji details su“ the 
plan® in t':.s alleged crlao, vfeich was a burglary, took 

piac©. And ulx, :ha Govarntfr Rhodes or hia, whosvor imndl-ea 
thssa aattors foi* hia, rctxirned tho papers to, uh, the Govern^w:* 
of bouiaiana and to Jia Garrison to fill out those datalla, And 
■sah, it had te? filled out within 60 days or ah, the uh, warrant 
would expire, 

Uh-huh 

iind uh, Garr:I.s/jn never filled out theae details, and when a 
la>;ysr work!’ for him, Jim Aloook, an assistant D.A. , told him 
that the 60 .ay deadline was ®7cpiring. . . 

Yeah 

In,, uh, oth'rwiao to ooaplete tho pap«.rs, extradition papers, 
Ga.x'ri8on to.d hi.ia tc i@t thos expire, thsy would novsr 
©xtradito Ha anyhow. 
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.Alright uh, . 



EPSTSIM: Uh, thsrs';; s an Intsreating aiatt®r her©, Vvilliam Gux’vioh, who tma 

working fjr 'Garrison aald the reason Garrison wa3.dn’t fill out 
this lnf>:mation is that it happened in a parish which was out- 
-?5it!e his Jviriaaiotlon, and therefore, the ®nt.lr«5 mrrant would 
have 'h©®!, uh, h&lti veld. 
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Alright, that’s a mry intercat.ing answer- Eth.., 

I ffisan, ;P-’s c/uita intorestlng t:^iat ’nx’j taltea sosetMug like this 
and t,h®.n ® co-sas up. why won’t, you know ha has thsse”qu« 3 ( 3 tioiia .., 



Imh 
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won’t tha Govemer of Ohio ©:jtradito a parson who I want 
in invest3.g£ition? 

Alright, lot's continue with Mr. No*i?el, uh Mr, Epstein, and 
go to soiaething ©las, right now I'm looking at uh, well 
actually it’s a copy Xerox copy of a fr'ont page of the New 
Orlean States Item of May 25. 1967 . Now the headline here says 
Kouel CIA Agent Attorney Adralts” ~ ths,t*s the actual headline. 
How, there’s a detailed story by a John. MoMilllan and uh, som©” 
one else by the name of Hohe May, wnl<3h includes such informa- 
tion as an adaiesicn by uh, St®y© Plotkin, Novel's attorney 
that Novel served as an intermediary Ijetween the CIA and antl- 
Gaatro Cubans in New Orleans and Miami prior to the Bs.y of Pigs 
invasion. Now this stoi’y, .just for the edifloaticn of the 
audlonoe, because I know you are familiar with it Sir, reveals 
tiiat Novel had been arreatod in Ohio on a olmrg© of conspiring 
to burglarize an oil aervloe company 'a munitions bunker in, oh 
tiOEie tovrei In Lcuiaiaiia, and uh, again Governor Rhodes refused to 
oxtraditc. Asid the article tells of a secret.. . 

Same incident w© just referred to. 

fcs 

Now, 

3ut why-why-why th® contradiction though with uh. . . 

Gordon uh, you know, Qos'don Novel wrked for th® CIA or he 
didn't work. It's Irrelevant as far aa I'm concerned, but you 
know Gordon Novel denies this and his lawyers aro suing Playboy 
and Garrison for 10 million dollars for alleging that he was a 
GIA agent. Now, I don’t knew the tr^^th whether he was or wasn't, 
lout the point ie that Garrison began Investigating the Bay of 
Pigs invasion. 

ijia-luih 

Novel 7f!S,d worked for Gm*ristr, at no - Garrison's request aa an 
;lnvest5i.gator bceaus© Novel tiuppoS'Sdly toew, knew a lot about the 
7 >eopl® involved in the Bay of Piga invasion, which Garrison was 
,ln tere fitted la, altlKsugh he nev®r conmeted them to hia case. 

.Urifjhr,, lot ask you this;... 

{ 2-3 words unc l ear ) Novol, well I think, uh, you fenotf you 
hso ijght" this upT . 

illrigtit, go ahead, I'ra oor?:^'-. 

He then turned on M« otia irvae tS gator, whleh has been a pattern 
v,rith Garrison, Dsen Andrews be, ,»^dso-> who waa also working at 
Ills., for soaetiE© as an investigator for Garrison, at least 
aiding him, h® indicted him for perjit-Tr, and uh, he’s quite 
often turned on people who first worked for Mm or get involved 
in the inves tigat ion. 
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Alright 

Majb© we’ll go on to the next question, 

Yes* uh and I think my next question ia this - why* whether 
it's alleged or not and you do have knowledge of it, but why 
didn’t you reveal some of this Inforciatlon about the connection* 
th© CIA oonneotion In your article , you give no indication of 
it at all that I could find. 

¥©11* I (laugh) Gordon Novel and his la tsyer deny that they, they 
ever said he was a GIA agent. 

You could have put that ia. 

They are preparing a lawsuit which I do say that Novel denies 
these charges and uh, it is in the article, uh, that Garrison 
alleges that h© uh, vih was connected with the assassination, 
and uh, I mean I’m not trying to say that someone Is or IsnH, 
it’s not a crime to bo a GIA agent, and uh, X don't think there 
is any evidence that Novel was aver a CIA agent, any ©vldenoe 
whatsoever, the evidence was that tliat Novel supposedly alleged 
himself, or Me lat#yer alleged that h© was a CIA agent. That 
was a newspaper report, but Novel denied that and begins suiing 
people, who quoted that report. So the only evidence has been 
Hovel’s own statement or his reported statenient, which he 
denies, so how can you report -it’s a non- fact, I mean (laugh) 
no one ever alleged that- that- that Gox'don Hovel was a CIA agent 
himself, auspoaedly, and then h© denies it and says that he's 
not, 

I think the article would have been stronger if you had put the 
allegations, stated that it was an allegation and then refuted 
it, Uh, as you are doing now. 

What has this to do with the assassination with uh, uh former 
investigator for Garrison did or did not work for the CIA? 

Well , well he . , . 

There are about 80 thousand people In America who work for 
th© GIA. , . 

In other words, you think it was, it was irrelevant? 

I'm asking you, what relevance does it have that a man might 
have worked for th© GIA? 

Well first of all., I'll tell yoxx, alright, sine® you put a 
question to si©, I deserve uh, uh you deserve an answer and I'll 
try to g.tv© it to you best I can, because you have to realize 
you have done a great deal of study with and uh, moreso than 
many, many people, but I’ll try' the beet I can right after I 
tell everyone that we ar© talking, ladles and gentlemen on KLAG* 
two-way radio, it's 2 o'clock h©r® In Los Angeles and uh, this 
Is Bob Grant talking to EdT«£,rd J. Epstein, author of Inquest , 
completing a forth-coming book, CouBter-Plot . 
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i'md uh, Mr, Epstein has been uli^ critical of Jim Garrison^ 

and that's wMt w're t&lkJjng about, Ms critle5.sm of Jim 
Garrison. Alright, now you put the question to me about, uh, 
tho releTOYiQ© of uh, th© CIA oonneetion. 

Well, I do put the allegations in the article. 

Alright , well , . . 

About the burglary, that he received the key from the CIA, and 
yoti, and what I want to knov? from you la why you think that 
oven If you think fee was a CIA agent, even if he what, uh, 

i^3 ttat a crime, what’s wrong with Tjeing... 

Oh that, in itself is uh, not a crime, and certainly not. I’m 
glad we have a CIA but I think It’s quit© relevant because 
first of all, as you say In your article. Garrison has said that 
olomenta of tha CIA participated In the assassination of 
President Kennedy. You, you point that out. 

But Novel was his investigator. 

Yeah, but, but in view of that and oven assuming that one finds 
such a charge uh, difficult or even Impossible to believe, I 
don't see how you can us© Gordon Novel as a source of ootmter- 
oharges against Garrison without revealing to your readers 
Novel's connection with the CIA, A connection hie own attorney, 
I must remind you, has publicly acknitted. Now, what I’d like 
to know. . . 

Now. . . 

\fhat I'd like to know is how you can keep that information from 
your readers and how you can really believe such Information 
is Irrelevant? 

I didn’t keep the information, it’s in the article, it uh, after 
I say that the allegations I say that Gordon Novel, uh. Garrison 
says that Gordon Novel told him that he received a key from the 
CIA to open up, vih, munitions from going to Houma, Louisiana, 

I mean, that’s what It says In the article. 

You were aware of the States- Item article? 

It's in the New Yorker article. 

Alright, alright, that's that’s good, we’v® cleared that up, 
and uh, let’s turn to something else her®. W© know that 
Garrison’s charged, and once again I think you said this in 
your article, that the CIA, at least some element in the CIA 
was behind tfea assassination of President Kennedy, Ed - Mr. 
Epstein, isn’t it true?... 

He also tells (?) Minut^en. uli the uh, the Negro militants, he's 
made about ^^50 different charges of people being Involved, the 
CIA being one group that h© mentions... 

Yeah 
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WMsh. iflghtj hs Ksnl,ions tnsEi almost merj time. 

Right j he does , 

The s viper etruotur© in .teerica. 



You'r© right, h® does, and yet, uh, you rely on Gordon No-vel,, 

Mr. Epstein, io it not trae, would It bs a fsilr statement to 
s&.y that, uh, Edward J. Epstein relies on Gordon No¥©l as an 
Important souro© of information against Garrison? 

(Ijaisgh) I never spok© to Gordon Kovel, I lih, didn't rely on 
him for anything in the artiel©. 

IiGi“huh, well you are, I just want to clear this up hecaus® some 
people have written to me and have suggested that you w©r© not 
avmre of Noval’a CIA oonneotlons . 

(Ijaugh) You're saying, you just said that I am not aware of 
Gordon Novel's CIA connections. That's tru®, and no on© neither 
la anyone else, seeing that Gordon Novel denies he has any 
connections with the CIA and no ons, and uh, what you’re saying 
Is I'm aware, lanawar© of ruHior that he's oonrected or? 

Yqs, unaware, unaware that his attorney, now let's go back, now 
let's go back to, uh, the question that I posed to you a little 
>dille ago - in which I, where's that States-ltem, vh, this 
newspaper in front of me. Oh yes, Novel CIA Agent Attorney 
Admits, That's from th® New Orleans States-Item of May 25 , 

1967 - did you, uh, tell me just a moment ago that you were 
aware of that? 

I spok® to hl 3 attorney and th© attoraey denied that h© ever 
made that statement. 

Til® attorney denies that he ever made that statement. 



YOB. 

But you were aware that it did appear in the States-Item th© 
25th of... 

Yos, and I havo it in my article, I have, I keep telling you 
that lt*E in the artiol©. 

Alright , let ’ a turn , . . 

A couple of statement of a, of a statement wiiloh he, which a 
reporter quotes, uh, another reporter. 



Oh 

Made the stateaent tiiat Garrison said that th© allegation, 
wiiether it’s tinx® or not, it’s uii, and Gordon Novel isn’t a 
source, I never spoke to hiai, I nevei’* quote him except where 
ho ’3 quoted publicly. 

Well, I don’t imnt to dx^rell on uhr what about the Me 

mem photograph? Uh, are you aware of th® Moerman photcgrai 
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V/Taat is the Mooman photograph? 

You've never heard of the Mooriaan... 

Taken by Mary Moorman? 

Well the, yes, yes, this woman v/ho took this photograph, she 
was the closest on© to Psresidsnt Kennedy at the time of the 
assassination. 

Yes, I've seen i*o hundreds of times. 

And, uh 

It showed some biishes in the background, and some people claim 
there are figures In the bushes... 

And the It©k Coi^^oratlon, a leading photo, optics and analysis 
firai in Massachusetts, right In your state, aaalyaad that 
picture — did they not? 

Yes, they analyzed It and the conclusions was that it didn't 
show anything, as far as I know. 

Ah, but the... 

They analyzed the Nix photograph, I'm not quite sure if they 
analyzed the Moorman, but I know wlmtever finding they had 
which wore published in th® New York Times... 

Was only the shadow? 

(Unable to understand two words ) the photograph. 

Yeah, It was only the shadow of the tree or bush, I think was 
their actual words. But you know something, Mr. Epstein, in 
my opinion, and my eyes could be playing tricks on me, that 
isn't true. Uh, I checked with Itek, and they did not analyse 
th® Moorman photograph - they analyzed another one taken from 
the 8mia movie film shot by Nix. 

Mr, Grant, but I, you said they analyzed that photograph, I said 
they analysed the Nix photograph. 

No, but I'm asking you, were you under the Impression they 
analyzed the Moorman photograph as well. I know you said Mooman 

You said it. I said I had no knowledge they analysed th© 

Mooman, they analysed th© Nls photograph. 

Awww, alright, well okay, than, then it’s just as well, I can 
put the question to you this way, uh, do you think it's 
significant that, uh, they didn't toother with th© Moorman 
photograph. 

All I know, is tliat you can look into photographs of bushes, or 
look Into olo-i^s for that matter, and you can s©© what ever you 
wunt . 
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Thore all that a;.’e in photographs whexi you blovr thsin up are 
dots,, and the mind oonnacte theae dots and uli, it's a principle 
Oi 3©stalb payohology to think you see a lion In the clouds," 
and it looks ai3 nuoh like a lion as a lion in th® soo looks 
Ilka. You can look into thaa© photographs - people have shown 
m3 12 different people in those bushes, some wearing hats, some 
not wearing hats^ uh, they've shown me people standing on 
trucks - I agree with you Bob, they look like people, th© only 
question Is, I also saw, uh, and this, it looked exactly like 
Abraham Lincoln, except that he was about 1 2 feet high in on© 
of the bushes. X maai;., you oan see almost anything you want 
to 3®Q In th© bufshoa, if you want to look and connect those 
dots with your ©yes. One© someone point out to you, where a 
pattern of dots are, then you can conolxjd® that it's a pattern 
of dots - 

Wall 

I didn't deny th£.t thera were people in th® bushes, I just 
sim-simply say that Garrison was shown a picture which report- 
edly shows people in the bushes and he added four assassins to 
hie plot. I don't say that he shouldn't have added, I don't 
make any judgamfinta, all I'm trying to do la tell where h® got 
his 1 6 asaasains from. 

You don't mak/j any judgments, and that probably is a true state- 
ment, Mr. Epr/tain, and I think of all the, uh, so called 
Warren orltl'is, you probably have been the moat responsible, and 
I have no quarrel with you, however, I think it’s interesting 
that, uh, a moment ago, uh, when 1 made the mistake of assuming 
that you heA seen the photog 2 *aph of the Mooraan photograph and 
you did trj to tell me that you had seen the Nix photograph, 
that you are not interested In obser-vlng or analysing the Moor- 
man photof/raph. I think that it Is Inombent on you and people 
like you x> get as many photographs as you oan and not to write 
them off. I saw th® Moorman phCftograph, and anybody in this 
listening area oan tell you that I have not made a career out of 
attacting the Warren Commission. I knovi a lot of people are 
doing tfes.t, I have not, as a matter of fact. I've tangled horns 
vfith Mar]; Lane several times. However, I do Tselieve that I saw 
a second and fifth man, particularly th© fifth man in th© 

Moo.rsan photog'i'aph. 

Oh-hiah 

Now if fou w®r® Jo© Ball, you would t®ll ne I should go ae® a 
p'3johij trial . 

No, 3 : i©vor did, I Just said ths.t it’s a major principle of 
G'SSiaXt- psychology ttu.it when soiK®on® points out to you aos©- 
thing in, in sc 2 Kje shsdowo. and b‘aslic- 3 . ar.fi not to jcu, anjoa®, 
and t'ley show yoc, the shape cf the hs.Ed, you td.Il bo& that h©ad 
ai'iG T/ 5 u'll swear that you sse- it. It’s a major pr.lr.olpl©. and 
I,, ul% don’t d©ny that you see it, I don’t deny that someoas la 
in the buahss, I don't ©vsn deny that there’s a Gecond or third 
or f'..fth Eisn in thei bushes 

Uh- ,(iUh 



• * * 
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I m not denying that, l*m asking what it have to do with the 
investigation and what it has to do with Garrison's investiga- 
tion Is that he'is positive 16 assassins, and I tried to show 
where he derived, of ootirse, he keeps changing this number. It's 
now down, the last time it's down to about 7, 

(Laugh) 

But they keep going up and down, and I was Just trying to show 
on what type of evidenoe he posit assassins. Now you might 
think that it's good evidence, but uh, he states it very 
authoritative, h® doesn't say 1 thlnl' I see a man in the bushes. 

Yeah 

Or as you Just said a figure that I'm sure is a msn, he said 
that there were four assasalns that... 

Uh-huh 

Of Latin origin, two were there shooting rifles and two were 
picking up the cartridges. I’m Just reporting the stav.ements, 

I mean.. . 

Well, Mr. Epstein... 

My personal opinion is that it's ridiculous, but if someone 
else wants to have a look, they can. 

Well Mr. Epstein, we have kept you on much longer than, lih, 
originally planned. 1 would like to publicly invite you when 
you are here on the ooast to be a in-person guest, I would like 
to debate this further with you, perhaps vre ooxild both do it 
more Justice face to face. 

I thank you very much, it's been enjoyable speaking to you. 

Well Mr. Epstein, would you do me on© favor and stay on the line 
because my producer would like to have a word with you, and 
thank you and continued success to you. Edward J. Epstein, 
author of Inguest and I’m sorry for taking so long on that 
newsmaker call, but this type of interview that I wanted to 
conduct, and I didn't think I did it Justice, would have to 
last a half-hour, hour at least. I hope you found it 
interesting, and I thank you for listening with us. 




